
1

Traditional Burley Tobacco

A Part From Blending In Cigarettes Used In Pipe Mixtures, 

Chewing Plugs, And Hookah Tobacco Paste 

Traditional Tobacco Is Tobacco And / Or Other Plant Mixtures Grown Or Harvested And Used

By American Indians And Alaska Natives For Ceremonial Or Medicinal Purposes. Traditional

Tobacco Has Been Used By American Indian Nations For Centuries As A Medicine With Cultural

And Spiritual Importance. Many Tribes Maintain Teachings And Stories On The Origin Of

Tobacco. These Teachings Address Tobacco In Its Purest Form, Today Known As The Tobacco

Plant Nicotine Rustica, And May Include Mixtures Of Other Native Plants.

Traditional Tobacco Preparation And Use Varies Across Tribes And Regions, With Alaska

Natives Not Commonly Using Traditional Tobacco. These Variances Are Due To The Many

Different Teachings Among Tribes Of North America. In Some Cultures, The Roles Of Growing,

Harvesting, And Preparing Traditional Tobacco Are Held By Specific Groups Of People Who

Use Traditional Ways To Prepare Tobacco For A Specific Use. One Common Teaching Involves

The Importance Of Having Good Attitudes And Thoughts While Working With Traditional

Tobacco.
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1 Soil Light Soil

2 Planting October – November

3 Crop Size 2.0 Million

4 Marketing (By Auction) April – June

5 Physical Characteristics

5A Leaf Size Large – Very Large 5B Leaf Color                       Rich Ten – Brown Color

5B Pore Volume (ML/GM) 0.12 – 0.18 5D Filling Volume (CC/GM) 2.5 – 5.0

6 Chemical Characteristics

Plant Position Nicotine% Sugar%

6A Nicotine Range %  2.5 – 4.5 Bottom 2.0 – 3.5 1.0 – 1.5 

6B Sugar %                 1.0 – 2.0 Middle 3.0 – 4.0 1.0 – 2.0 

6C Chloride %             0.5 – 2.0 Top 3.5 – 4.5 1.5 – 2.0
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